Excellent weight gains from forage
sorghum on Central Queensland property

Weight gains of more than one kilogram per day were achieved from a paddock of Pioneer
Mega Sweet on the property of ‘Glentana’ located 100 kilometres west of Springsure in
central Queensland.

lan Smith of ‘Glentana’ said the 300hectare paddock of Mega Sweet forage sorghum was
planted in early October and was first grazed by cattle from January 12. “We put 870 head
on the 300 hectares and they put on 1.1 kilograms per day for 70 days”, lan said. The
paddock was allowed to regenerate for the next six weeks before a further 400 head of cattle
grazed the paddock from April 28.

The paddock was allowed to regenerate for the next six weeks before a further 400 head of
cattle grazed the paddock from April 28.

“They went in with an average weight of 320 kilograms and left after six weeks’ grazing with
an average weight of 365 kilograms” lan said.

This equated to an average daily weight increase of just over one kilogram per day. lan said
he was extremely happy by the performance of Mega Sweet last season.

“They ate every bit of it,” he said. *“I think we stocked it well and the cattle mowed it down
evenly. It looked as though a harvester had been through. | will definitely be

planting it again next year.”
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The Mega Sweet was planted after good rain in September and benefited from a further 52
mm of rain in October. A 58 mm fall in December was followed by just 14 mm in January
and then 72 mm in February. No rain fell in March and the 38 mm in April was the last
recorded rainfall before the dry spell of May, June and July.

The Mega Sweet excelled under the high stocking rates in the dryland paddock and
continued to look good through until July. lan said he estimated 75 per cent of the plants in
the paddock were still alive and with a timely spring rain could continue through for another
year of production.

The cattle that grazed the area so successfully last season were predominantly Santa
Gertrudis and Charolais. lan said he had used Mega Sweet at Goonoo Feedlot in the past
and it had performed well under a range of seasonal conditions.
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